
Midlands view
Property Market Focus - New Year 2012



Kate Harpham
Office Head/Partner
T +44 (0)121 362 7878
kate.harpham@knightfrank.com

2 Midlands view

WELCOME
Welcome to our latest edition of Midlands View, which
brings you fresh insight into the local and wider
property markets and showcases some of our finest
properties, both for sale and sold.

Before we consider activity in our local
market, it is useful to first analyse 
the wider country property market, 
and how that compares with prime
central London.

There is no denying that the country
property market has struggled to
compete with London. While average
country house prices have fallen by
1.7% over the past 12 months, annual
price growth in London of 11.4% has
translated into daily price rises of
£1,117 over the same period.

In normal times the country property
market would follow the growth cycle
set by the central London market, with
a lag of around 18 months; London
booms, the country house sector
follows. But these are not normal times. 

Though the old picture of market
ripples flowing from London remains
evident in parts, notably the South
East, there is a significant difference

between London and country - and this
comes down to international buyers
and the domestic economy.

London has benefited enormously from
international buyers seeking a ‘safe-
haven’ investment. These buyers are a
comparative rarity in the country
property market. Where almost 50% of
sales in London’s £1m+ market go to
international buyers, the figure is
closer to 12% for country properties. 

And despite the fact that buyers and
sellers in the country market tend to be
wealthier and far more equity rich than
the average UK buyer, domestic
concerns are key influences, where
they are not in prime central London. 

This gap presents an opportunity for
those looking to sell their country house,
as many London dwellers are choosing
to capitalise on record prices in the
Capital and spending their substantial
budgets on country properties.

Indeed, the volume of country
property going under offer
increased by 32% over the past
year and we have seen
competitive bidding in some
cases, providing more than just
a glimmer of hope.

Sales by price brand

under £500k 30%

£500k to £750k 26%

£750k to £1m 17%

£1m to £1.5m 17%

£1.5m to £3m 10%

New applicants by price brand

under £500k 5%

£500k to £750k 35%

£750k to £1m 23%

£1m to £1.5m 19%

£1.5m to £3m 11%

over £3m 7%

*Figures reflect activity up to and including Q3 2011.
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International

Knight Frank’s International Department sells
prime properties in more locations and to more
nationalities than ever before. 

The fact that buyers come from so many
different locations now means the
international property market has a
very strong underlying base. 

There has, however, been an
undoubted flight to quality and
established locations such as France,
Italy and parts of the Caribbean.

We have seen a notable increase in
activity in the south west of France and
deals have also started to flow in the
French Alps. Our ski desk in London
was very busy last autumn and
reported that the quality and range of
property available is better than they
have seen in a long time.

Demand at the top end of the market in
Italy remains strong, despite its

mainstream market having ground to a
halt due to recent economic struggles.
Interest in Tuscany has been
particularly strong, partly due to a
surge in demand from American,
British and Russian buyers for houses
priced from around €1.5m upwards.

The selling season has also started in
Barbados, where many homeowners
have reduced their asking prices by
more than 10% to attract buyers. The
west coast remains the most popular
spot on the island, boosted by a
number of newly completed
developments including St Peter’s Bay.

Knight Frank Finance

Knight Frank Finance is a completely independent
mortgage advisory service for all, regardless of
which estate agent people are buying through.

The main benefits of using Knight Frank
Finance lie in the relationships they
have built up with a wide variety of
lenders. This allows them access to
deals not available to other brokers and
also enables them to get decisions very
quickly, even where the circumstances
are complex. By knowing the heads of
credit at many of the lending
organisations they can often go
straight to the decision makers when
helping clients.

Knight Frank Finance takes pride in
helping clients and their families with
all their mortgage requirements - there
is no minimum deal size for new or
remortgages. The organisation often
arranges funding, for example, when a

child is studying in the UK and needs 
a flat near their college or university. 
It does however specialise in 
ultra-flexible mortgages from over 
£1m to in excess of £50m.

Clare Bodiam
Marketing Manager
T +44 (0)20 7861 1096
clare.bodiam@knightfrank.com
KnightFrankFinance.co.uk
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We have a superb choice of properties within Sutton Coldfield at a
variety of prices. Four Oaks, Little Aston, Moor Hall, Streetly and the
rural villages of Wishaw and Shenstone remain the most sought-after
places to live.

TOWN property

PROPERTIES FOR SALE

LICHFIELD

3 reception rooms, 4 bedrooms, 
4 bathrooms

Guide Price £495,000

Walsall

3 reception rooms, 4 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms

Guide Price £575,000

Sutton Coldfield

3 reception rooms, 6 bedrooms, 
4 bathrooms

Guide Price £795,000

SOLD AND UNDER OFFER PROPERTIES

Wishaw
2 reception rooms, 3 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms

Sutton Coldfield
2 reception rooms, 5 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms

Streetly

2 reception rooms, 5 bedrooms, 
4 bathrooms

Guide Price £515,000Guide Price £495,000 SOLD

Little Aston

3 reception rooms, 5 bedrooms, 
4 bathrooms

Guide Price £995,000

Little Aston Park

3 reception rooms, 5 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms

Guide Price £995,000

Little Aston Park

2 reception rooms, 5 bedrooms, 
5 bathrooms

Guide Price £995,000

UNDER OFFER UNDER OFFER Guide Price £580,000



“A great service which we
wouldn’t hesitate to use again 
or recommend to friends.”
Mr Pratt, Sutton Coldfield

Four Oaks

3 reception rooms, 5 bedrooms, 
4 bathrooms

Guide Price £1,495,000

Allen End

4 reception rooms, 5 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, approx 6.5 acres

Guide Price £1,500,000

Wishaw

4 reception rooms, 6 bedrooms, 
6 bathrooms, approx 7.6 acres

Guide Price £2,200,000

Streetly

3 reception rooms, 5 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms

Shenstone

3 reception rooms, 7 bedrooms, 
4 bathrooms, approx 2.9 acres

Guide Price £825,000Guide Price £695,000 SOLDSOLD

Four Oaks Estate

3 reception rooms, 4 bedrooms, 
4 bathrooms

Guide Price £1,275,000SOLD

Wishaw

3 reception rooms, 8 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms

Guide Price £1,100,000

Four Oaks Estate

4 reception rooms, 4 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms

Guide Price £1,195,000

Little Aston Park

3 reception rooms, 5 bedrooms, 
5 bathrooms

Guide Price £1,250,000
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We pride ourselves on having the best selection of country houses
available within East Staffordshire, Derbyshire, West Leicestershire
and North Warwickshire. Buyers want houses in good condition and 
in sought-after locations, although correct pricing remains the key to
achieving sales.

country property

PROPERTIES FOR SALE

Walton-on-the-Hill

Apartment, 1 reception room, 
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms

Guide Price £395,000

Church Leigh

3 reception rooms, 7 bedrooms, 
4 bathrooms

Guide Price £499,000

Uttoxeter

3 reception rooms, 5 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms

Guide Price £595,000

Yoxall

3 reception rooms, 6 bedrooms, 
4 bathrooms

Guide Price £650,000

Abbots Bromley

3 reception rooms, 5 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, approx 1.4 acres

Guide Price £675,000

Abbots Bromley

3 reception rooms, 6 bedrooms, 
4 bathrooms

Guide Price £875,000

SOLD PROPERTIES

Market Bosworth
1 reception room, 3 bedrooms, 
1 bathroom, approx 10.7 acres

Guide Price £495,000SOLD

Rangemore

3 reception rooms, 5 bedrooms, 
4 bathrooms

Guide Price £795,000SOLD

HARTSHORNE

2 reception rooms, 5 bedrooms, 
5 bathrooms

Guide Price £795,000SOLD



Fillongley

4 reception rooms, 5 bedrooms, 
6 bathrooms, approx 1.1 acres

Guide Price £995,000

Blithbury

3 reception rooms, 4 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms, approx 4.5 acres

Guide Price £995,000

Overseal

3 reception rooms, 6 bedrooms, 
5 bathrooms, approx 2.2 acres

Guide Price £995,000

“Very well-organised and professional
manner, exactly what we wanted.”
Mr and Mrs Brown, Leicestershire

Lichfield

3 reception rooms, 5 bedrooms,  
3 bathrooms, approx 4.3 acres

Guide Price £1,100,000

Quarndon

3 reception rooms, 7 bedrooms, 
4 bathrooms, approx 1.2 acres

Guide Price £1,250,000

Tutbury

4 reception rooms, 7 bedrooms, 
6 bathrooms, approx 18.7 acres

Guide Price £1,250,000

Leire
3 reception rooms, 5 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms, approx 3.3 acres

Guide Price £850,000SOLD

Barton Under Needwood

2 reception rooms, 5 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, approx 10 acres

Guide Price £1,150,000SOLD

Sutton Cheney

4 reception rooms, 6 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms, approx 8.2 acres

Guide Price £1,475,000SOLD



Important Notice This report is published for general information only and not to be relied upon in any way. Although high standards have been used in the preparation of the information, analysis, views and projections presented in this report, no 
responsibility or liability whatsoever can be accepted by Knight Frank LLP for any loss or damage resultant from any use of, reliance on or reference to the contents of this document. As a general report, this material does not necessarily represent the view 
of Knight Frank LLP in relation to particular properties or projects. Reproduction of this report in whole or in part is not allowed without prior written approval of Knight Frank to the form and content within which it appears. 1. Particulars: These particulars 
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Frank LLP nor any joint agent has any authority to make any representations about the property, and accordingly any information given is entirely without responsibility on the part of the agents, seller(s) or lessor(s). 2. Photos etc: The photographs show 
only certain parts of the property as they appeared at the time they were taken. Areas, measurements and distances given are approximate only. Any computer generated images are indicative only. 3. Regulations etc: Any reference to alterations to, or 
use of, any part of the property does not mean that any necessary planning, building regulations or other consent hasbeen obtained. A buyer or lessee must find out by inspection or in other ways that these matters have been properly dealt with and that 
all information is correct. 4. VAT : The VAT position relating to the property may change without notice. Knight Frank LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England with registered number OC 305934. Our registered office is 55 Baker Street, 
London, W1U 8AN, where you may look at a list of members’ names.
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8 High Street, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1XA
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UK NETWORK

1 Ascot * 
2 Basingstoke 
3 Bath 
4 Beaconsfield 
5 Berkhamsted 
6 Bristol 
7 Cheltenham 
8 Cirencester 
9 Cobham * 
10 Edinburgh 
11 Esher * 
12 Exeter 
13 Guildford 
14 Harrogate
15 Haslemere 

16 Henley 
17 Hereford 
18 Horsham 
19 Hungerford 
20 Lauder 
21 London 
22 Oxford 
23 Sevenoaks 
24 Sherborne 
25 Stratford-upon-Avon 
26 Sutton Coldfield 
27 Tunbridge Wells 
28 Virginia Water
29 Winchester 
30 Worcester
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* Lettings Service

We speak your language 
wherever you are.
We pride ourselves on our deep understanding of our clients’ needs. And that includes 
speaking their language, wherever they are in the world. Our Global Search is the only 
property agent site which automatically translates property details to one of eight 
languages, reaching over 3.2 billion people. We have taken global property search 
to a truly global audience. Technology as it should be – useful.

Discover how our global search could show your property to the world at

knightfrank.com/globalsearch

English Russian Chinese French German Italian Portuguese Spanish


