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WELCOME
Welcome to our latest edition of Sherborne View,
which brings you fresh insight into the local and wider
property markets and showcases some of our finest
properties, both for sale and sold.

Before we consider activity in our local
market, it is useful to first analyse that
of the wider country property market,
and how that compares with prime
central London.

There is no denying that the country
property market has struggled to
compete with London. While average
country house prices have fallen by
1.7% over the past 12 months, annual
price growth in London of 11.4% has
translated into daily price rises of
£1,117 over the same period.

In normal times the country property
market would follow the growth cycle
set by the central London market, with
a lag of around 18 months; London
booms, the country house sector
follows. But these are not normal times. 

Though the old picture of market
ripples flowing from London remains
evident in parts, notably the South
East, there is a significant difference

between London and country - and this
comes down to international buyers
and the domestic economy.

London has benefited enormously from
international buyers seeking a ‘safe-
haven’ investment. These buyers are a
comparative rarity in the country
property market. Where almost 50% of
sales in London’s £1m+ market go to
international buyers, the figure is
closer to 12% for country properties. 

And despite the fact that buyers and
sellers in the country market tend to be
wealthier and far more equity rich than
the average UK buyer, domestic
concerns are key influences, where
they are not in prime central London. 

This gap presents an opportunity for
those looking to sell their country house,
as many London dwellers are choosing
to capitalise on record prices in the
Capital and spending their substantial
budgets on country properties.

Indeed, the volume of country
property going under offer
increased by 32% over the past
year and we have seen
competitive bidding in some
cases, providing more than just
a glimmer of hope.
Where do our buyers come from? Sales by price brand

under £500k 3%

£500k to £750k 28%

£750k to £1m 24%

£1m to £1.5m 7%

£1.5m to £3m 28%

over £3m 10%

London 23%

Rest of UK 8%

South West 69%

*Figures reflect activity up to and including Q3 2011.
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International

Knight Frank’s International Department sells
prime properties in more locations and to more
nationalities than ever before. 

The fact that buyers come from so many
different locations now means the
international property market has a
very strong underlying base. 

There has, however, been an
undoubted flight to quality and
established locations such as France,
Italy and parts of the Caribbean.

We have seen a notable increase in
activity in the south west of France and
deals have also started to flow in the
French Alps. Our ski desk in London
was very busy last autumn and
reported that the quality and range of
property available is better than they
have seen in a long time.

Demand at the top end of the market in
Italy remains strong, despite its

mainstream market having ground to a
halt due to recent economic struggles.
Interest in Tuscany has been
particularly strong, partly due to a
surge in demand from American,
British and Russian buyers for houses
priced from around €1.5m upwards.

The selling season has also started in
Barbados, where many homeowners
have reduced their asking prices by
more than 10% to attract buyers. The
west coast remains the most popular
spot on the island, boosted by a
number of newly completed
developments including St Peter’s Bay.

Looking forward 

The widening gap between country and London
property presents an opportunity that is likely
to result in more money moving from London to
desirable country locations in the south from
2013 onwards.

To illustrate this point, if you were
planning on selling a £5m property in
London in early 2009 and spending the
proceeds on a similar-priced property
in the country, delaying for two years
until now would have seen your London
property rise in value to around £6.75m
and the country property rise to around
£5.5m at best, leaving a £1.25m margin
for reinvestment.

We believe that the wider UK housing
market will experience a ‘slow
correction’ over the next few years, with
low transaction numbers and price falls
in real terms.

Housing demand will remain strong
however, and it seems reasonable to
assume that access to mortgage
lending will become more relaxed in
the future. Though interest rates are
likely to rise from 2013, they are likely
to remain low in a historic context for
the foreseeable future, keeping the
cost of borrowing down. We expect
household income growth to remain
subdued in the long term.



4 sherborne view

Michael de Pelet FRICS
Partner, Head of Sherborne Office
T +44 (0)1935 812236
michael.depelet@knightfrank.com

The prime residential market in Dorset and Somerset is holding up, 
but has been affected by the world economic position. The area is 
well served by excellent private schools which continue to produce
new buyers year on year. The ‘best’ houses such as manor houses 
and old rectories are always top of the shopping list for wealthy
individuals. 

country property

PROPERTIES FOR SALE

Swallowcliffe

Grade II Listed 16th century manor
house

Guide Price £3,150,000

Wedmore

Georgian splendour with breathtaking
views

Guide Price £3,900,000

Beaminster

Magnificent house in 124 acres

Guide Price £3,000,000   Lot 1

SOLD PROPERTIES

Purse Caundle
Beautiful country estate in the
Blackmore Vale

Guide Price £4,300,000SOLD

Ansty
Grade II* Listed 16th century manor
house

Guide Price £3,300,000SOLD

Chantmarle
Grade I Listed manor house

Guide Price £3,500,000SOLD

Rampisham

Grade I former rectory with 3.5 acres 

Guide Price £2,250,000

North Wootton 

17th century Grade II Listed farmhouse
with vineyard

Guide Price £1,950,000

Affpuddle

Grade II Listed farmhouse with 30
acres

Guide Price £1,950,000



“The Sherborne team’s determined attitude
and positive approach was rewarded
within just 3 days.”
Mr & Mrs B

Brewham

Grade II Listed home with Tudor origins

Guide Price £2,950,000   Lot 1

Winfrith Newburgh

Beautifully converted Grade II former
farmhouse

Guide Price £2,950,000

Little Keyford

Rural family living with stunning views

Guide Price £2,300,000

Sturminster Marshall

Grade II Listed former farmhouse with
tennis court

Guide Price £1,850,000

Christchurch

Grade II* Listed Georgian town house

Guide Price £1,700,000

Bratton Seymour

Large farmhouse with stunning views,
cottage and 27 acres

Guide Price £1,650,000

Milborne Port
Superbly renovated equestrian home 

Guide Price £3,250,000SOLD

Milton-on Stour
Grade II Listed edge of village house

Guide Price £3,250,000SOLD

Chetnole

Magnificent Grade II* Listed Georgian
house

Guide Price £2,500,000SOLD
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The residential market has been tricky and has certainly been affected
by the constant negative economic news. Despite this we have had 
a steady and generally good year throughout all price ranges. 
As always, sensible pricing is paramount and when vendors accept
this, success usually follows.

country property

PROPERTIES FOR SALE

Sandbanks

Unique elevated position on
Sandbanks

Guide Price £1,650,000

Kingsdon

Fine refurbished Grade II Listed house

Guide Price £1,500,000

East Compton

Handsome house with self-contained
annexe and 2-bedroom flat

Guide Price £1,300,000

Moorlinch

Cleverly designed new home

Guide Price £1,300,000

Curry Rivel

Sympathetically restored Grade II
Listed home

Guide Price £1,300,000

Rudge

An immaculately presented converted
farmhouse in 15 acres

Guide Price £1,450,000

SOLD PROPERTIES

Chetnole
Elegant Grade II*Listed village property

Minterne Parva

Immaculate country home

Guide Price £1,950,000SOLD Guide Price £1,950,000SOLD

Chalmington
Handsome farmhouse with holiday
cottage

Guide Price £2,250,000SOLD



Stoney Stratton

Handsome Grade II Listed house

Guide Price £1,375,000

“It proved wise to seek the assistance of
agents who are professional and well
respected.”
Mr T-W

Blackford

Stunning Grade II Listed family house
with pool

Guide Price £1,400,000

West End, Wedmore

Grade II Listed 17th Century house

Guide Price £1,350,000

Baltonsborough

Former farmhouse with 2-bedroom
holiday cottage

Guide Price £1,250,000

Odcombe

Grade II Listed house with 1-bedroom
annexe

Guide Price £1,150,000

Ryme Intrinseca

Grade II Listed house with 2-bedroom
cottage

Guide Price £1,100,000

Keinton Mandeville
Delightful old rectory

Guide Price £1,400,000SOLD

Holwell

Attractive village house with 19 acres

Guide Price £1,125,000SOLD

Woolland

An enchanting medieval village 
manor house

Guide Price £995,000SOLD
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Despite a 35% increase in the heart of London, guide prices in Dorset
have dropped by approximately 12-18% since the peak of June 2007.
Prices in the county were rising at an incredible rate and were almost
matching those of West Berkshire and Hampshire. Recent sales
agreed have reinforced this percentage change as buyers and sellers
expectations meet. This has been driven mainly by a lack of
confidence in the market together with the turbulent financial
markets including the recent Eurozone crisis.

country property

PROPERTIES FOR SALE

Somerton

Impressive detached house

Guide Price £1,000,000

Lyme Regis

Iconic Grade II Listed seafront house

Guide Price £1,000,000

Bishops Down

Pretty Victorian house

Guide Price £900,000

SOLD PROPERTIES

Sutton Montis
Attractive 4-bedroom house

Guide Price £900,000SOLD

West Coker

Grade II Listed village house

Guide Price £875,000SOLD

Hinton St George

Historic Grade II Listed home

Guide Price £850,000SOLD

Wedmore

Charming farmhouse

Guide Price £850,000

Radstock

Delightful detached 7-bedroom house

Guide Price £850,000

Cerne Abbas

Tithe barn with substantial
outbuildings

Guide Price £725,000



“If selling again they will be the
only agent we call.”
Mr & Mrs W

Wincanton

Grade II Listed Georgian edge of town
house

Guide Price £900,000

North Perrott

5-bedroom equestrian property

Guide Price £895,000

Cocklake

Beautiful double-fronted farmhouse

Guide Price £895,000

Weymouth

Fantastic views over Weymouth
harbour

Guide Price £725,000

Ilminster

Magnificent house in a conservation
area

Guide Price £695,000

Thornford
Village house with excellent family
accommodation

Guide Price £800,000SOLD

North Wootton

Excellent living space

Guide Price £725,000SOLD

Marnhull

Pretty Grade II Listed family home

Guide Price £725,000SOLD

Sherborne

Grade II Listed town house

Guide Price £695,000
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In this competitive market a high standard of brochure presentation 
is key to a successful sale. Each house, no matter what the size or
location, needs to be ‘sung from the rooftops’ in order to attract
interest and this starts from a meticulous brochure. Interaction
between vendor and agent and the agent and purchasers is also 
more vital than ever.

country property

PROPERTIES FOR SALE

Shillingstone

Pretty former school house

Guide Price £695,000

Bridport

Substantial Edwardian house 

Guide Price £675,000

Sherborne

Excellent Sherborne town house

Guide Price £485,000

Nether Compton 

Lovely cottage in a popular village

Guide Price £450,000

Sherborne

Contemporary town house

Guide Price £415,000

SOLD PROPERTIES

Knole
Grade II Listed former water mill

Guide Price £695,000

Haselbury Plucknett
Historic Grade II Listed village home

SOLD Guide Price £650,000SOLD

Wadeford
Beautifully refurbished cottage

Guide Price £650,000SOLD

Sandford orcase

An attractive barn conversion in 
a popular village

Guide Price £575,000



“Their highly professional, no-nonsense
approach demonstrated a thorough
understanding of the business.”
Mr & Mrs B-S

Sherborne

Refurbished and extended town house

Guide Price £500,000

Donyatt

Major wing of a Victorian country
house

Guide Price £565,000

Buckland St Mary

Attractive 4-bedroom detached barn
conversion

Guide Price £525,000

Caundle Marsh

Pretty thatched cottage with paddock 

Guide Price £410,000

Somerton

Grade II Listed house with secure 
gated access

Guide Price £395,000

Bradford Abbas

Eco-designed holiday home

Guide Price £165,000

Sandford Orcas

4-bedroom house on the edge of a
poplar village

Guide Price £625,000SOLD

Sherborne

Family home in a popular residential
area of Sherborne

Guide Price £550,000SOLD

Lovington

Immaculate extended cottage

Guide Price £495,000SOLD
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UK NETWORK

1 Ascot * 
2 Basingstoke 
3 Bath 
4 Beaconsfield 
5 Berkhamsted 
6 Bristol 
7 Cheltenham 
8 Cirencester 
9 Cobham * 
10 Edinburgh 
11 Esher * 
12 Exeter 
13 Guildford 
14 Harrogate
15 Haslemere 

16 Henley 
17 Hereford 
18 Horsham 
19 Hungerford 
20 Lauder 
21 London 
22 Oxford 
23 Sevenoaks 
24 Sherborne 
25 Stratford-upon-Avon 
26 Sutton Coldfield 
27 Tunbridge Wells 
28 Virginia Water
29 Winchester 
30 Worcester
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* Lettings Service

We speak your language 
wherever you are.
We pride ourselves on our deep understanding of our clients’ needs. And that includes 
speaking their language, wherever they are in the world. Our Global Search is the only 
property agent site which automatically translates property details to one of eight 
languages, reaching over 3.2 billion people. We have taken global property search 
to a truly global audience. Technology as it should be – useful.

Discover how our global search could show your property to the world at

knightfrank.com/globalsearch

English Russian Chinese French German Italian Portuguese Spanish


