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As a new decade dawns, Sarah Haslam, head of Knight Frank's 

Riverside sales office, discusses the local property market and 

what the next 12 months might have in store.

What is your outlook for the 2010 market?

We expect 2010 to continue in much the 
same way 2009 ended; a steady stream of 
realistically priced sales. People are ready 
to move and now have confidence to do so.  
The riverside remains popular with 
professionals who sell up to move into 
larger accommodation and retirees 
returning to London who want a lock 
up-and-go property. We also have a natural 
attraction to foreign buyers who want 
iconic London views.
 
Tight supply levels were a real feature last 

year, do you see that continuing? 

We are already seeing more properties 
coming to the market than at the end of 
2009. We are being careful to keep tight 
control on pricing so that stock is 
realistically priced but not under valued. 
We always aim to get the best possible 
price for our clients. 

What impact will the forthcoming election 

have on your market?

We expect a slight slow down, but, so far, 
we have seen no sign of it. 

Which local markets have performed 

particularly well in your area over recent 

months? 

Battersea Reach, Oyster Wharf, and Chelsea 
Bridge Wharf have performed well. Grosvenor 
Waterside and Albion Riverside developments 
remain popular. Properties with exceptional 
views and location always perform well, in 
some cases out performing the market.

How important is the role of the internet in 

selling a property?

For us the internet is vital. The riverside market 
runs through many different areas and a local 
shop is impractical as a consequence. We 
ensure our website and the property portals 
are our global shop fronts.

What advice do you have for vendors looking 

to secure a sale at the moment?

Presentation, realistic pricing and preparation. 
Leave your keys with the agent so viewings are 
never missed. Ensure you have excellent 
solicitors that are well briefed and make sure 
all your paper work is in order.

Total property 
for sale

Table 1
Market activity
Last 3 months, year-on-year change

Newly available 
property for sale

New prospective 
buyers

Viewings
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63%
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Riverside at a glance
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Figure 1
Location of our buyers
Riverside, last 12 months

Figure 2
Nationality of KF international buyers
UK prime London property, last 12 months
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Charting the market
Figure 3
Price change by price band
Prime London property, last 3 months (%)

Your properties, our people

Figure 2
Sales by price band
Riverside, last 12 months (%)
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Figure 4
Average % of guide price achieved
Prime London property, last 12 months (%)
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View of the Thames and Chelsea

Guide price: 
£1,600,000

Albion Riverside, Battersea 
SW11

Sold

3 bed

Interior designed in a popular location

Guide price: 
£1,200,000

Grosvenor Waterside, 
Pimlico SW1W

Sold

3 bed

Stunning apartment with far-reaching views

Guide price: 
£795,000

Battersea Reach, Battersea 
SW18

For Sale

3 bed

Stylish apartment with breathtaking views

Guide price: 
£2,500,000

Albert Embankment, 
Lambeth SE1

For Sale

3 bed
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If you have any queries or would like to obtain additional information on the UK or international housing markets please contact:  Liam Bailey, Head of Residential Research, +44 (0)20 7861 5133, liam.bailey@knightfrank.com
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